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Dear Teacher 
Make sure you check out these 
English series from Excel that will 
get the results you want for your 
students!
	 The brand-new Excel Year 12 Standard 

English and Advanced English study guides 
cover all the prescribed texts that students have to study 
for every Module in the new syllabuses. Each prescribed text is 
analysed according to syllabus requirements.

	 The bestselling Excel SmartStudy English series for Years 7, 8, 
9 and 10 provides a structured revision program to help support 
students with their classwork and homework. 

	 Also look out for these series:   
The Excel Essential Skills Years 7–8 and Years 9–10 
Grammar and Punctuation Workbook series covers all 
necessary grammar and punctuation rules in themed units.

 	 The Excel Essential Skills Years 7–8 and Years 9–10 Writing 
and Spelling Workbook series offers planning and organisation, 
structure, language features and samples of students’ writing—all 
in the context of a specific type of text.

 	 The Excel Essential Skills Years 7–8 and Years 9–10 
Reading and Vocabulary Workbook series provides reading 
comprehension, vocabulary, language skills and extension work 
in the context of a specific type of text for each unit.

You can look inside these titles online at:
www.pascalpress.com.au/excel

Have a great year!

Vivienne Joannou 
Publisher

Please pass on to:

-	 Head of English 

-	 English Department

-	 English Coordinator

-	 English Teacher

Secondary English 

(All prices include GST and 
are subject to change 

without notice.) 

TITLE ISBN RRP SALE QTY

EXCEL ESSENTIAL SKILLS 

Years 7–10 All You Need to Know 
About Grammar 9781741250015 $18.95 $14.21

Years 7–10 Developing Your 
Comprehension Skills 9781741250022 $18.95 $14.21

Year 7 English Workbook 9781740200363 $18.95 $14.21

Year 8 English Workbook 9781740200370 $18.95 $14.21

Year 9 English Workbook 9781740200387 $18.95 $14.21

Year 10 English Workbook 9781740200394 $18.95 $14.21

Years 7–10 Essay Writing  
Step-by-Step 9781740203128 $18.95 $14.21

Years 7–8 Student Grammar and 
Vocabulary Handbook 9781740200936 $18.95 $14.21

Years 7–8 Grammar and Punctuation 
Workbook 9781741254112 $18.95 $14.21

Years 7–8 Reading and Vocabulary 
Workbook 9781741254082 $18.95 $14.21

Years 7–8 Writing and Spelling 
Workbook 9781741254143 $18.95 $14.21

Years 9–10 Grammar and Punctuation 
Workbook  9781741254129 $18.95 $14.21

Years 9–10 Reading and Vocabulary 
Workbook 9781741254136 $18.95 $14.21

Years 9–10 Writing and Spelling 
Workbook 9781741254150 $18.95 $14.21

EXCEL SMARTSTUDY

Year 7 SmartStudy English NEW 9781741256024 $24.95 $18.71

Year 8 SmartStudy English NEW 9781741256031 $24.95 $18.71

Year 9 SmartStudy English NEW 9781741256048 $24.95 $18.71

Year 10 SmartStudy English NEW 9781741256055 $24.95 $18.71

TITLE ISBN RRP SALE QTY

EXCEL NAPLAN*

Year 7 Revise in a Month NAPLAN*-
style Tests 9781741252095 $29.95 $22.46

Year 9 Revise in a Month NAPLAN*-
style Tests 9781741252101 $29.95 $22.46

Year 7 NAPLAN*-style Tests 9781741251937 $24.95 $18.71

Year 9 NAPLAN*-style Tests 9781741251944 $24.95 $18.71

Year 7 NAPLAN*-style Literacy Tests 9781741252798 $24.95 $18.71

Year 9 NAPLAN*-style Literacy Tests 9781741252811 $24.95 $18.71

EXCEL TEST ZONE NAPLAN*

Year 7 NAPLAN*-style Test Pack 9781741254945 $19.95 $14.96

Year 9 NAPLAN*-style Test Pack 9781741254952 $19.95 $14.96

EXCEL HSC STUDY GUIDES

Year 12 HSC Advanced English NEW 9781741256659 $39.95 $29.96

Year 12 HSC Essay Writing Made 
Easy NEW

9781741256888 $19.95 $14.96

Year 12 HSC Standard English NEW 9781741256642 $39.95 $29.96

TOTAL

* This is not an officially endorsed publication of the NAPLAN program and is produced by Pascal Press independently of Australian governments.
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4 EASY WAYS 
TO ORDER

WEB
www.pascalpress.com.au
Enter coupon code: 
TEACHER25 to save 
25% on all Excel titles

ORDER FORM

The Excel SmartStudy English Revision Guides Years 7–10

NEW to the Excel Study Guide Range

The Excel SmartStudy English Revision Guides Years 7–10

1 Annotations identify key 
features of each type of text 

2 NAPLAN-style Reading  
questions with hints 

3 Spelling rules, hints and  
practice questions 

4 Vocabulary rules, hints and 
practice questions 

5 Grammar rules, hints and 
practice questions

6 Punctuation rules, hints 
and practice questions 

7 Analysis of the language forms  
and structures of each type of  
text with practice questions

8 Language features of each type 
of text with practice questions

9 A fully annotated writing  
sample of each type of text  
with explanatory notes

NEW to the Excel Study Guide Range

This series has four 
titles that provide a 
structured revision 
program to help 
support students with 
their classwork and 
homework. BEST 

SELLER
BEST 
SELLER

BEST 
SELLER

BEST 
SELLER



The bestselling Excel Essential Skills Workbook series has been 
specifically designed as a homework resource for high-school students. 
These photocopiable workbooks offer comprehensive practice exercises  
and include step-by-step explanations to guide students through the 
learning process.

Quality resources for busy teachersLearn more at www.pascalpress.com.au/excel

This series can be used as:
	   Extra in-class worksheets
	   A complete homework program
	   A photocopiable resource

Excel Essential Skills Range Years 7–10

Excel Essential Skills English Workbooks

Excel Essential Skills Workbooks

Year 8Year 7

Year 10Year 9

English 
Workbooks

	 Updated editions 		
for the Australian 	
Curriculum

	 Fifteen different types of texts
	 Writing Skills, Grammar, 

Punctuation & 
Comprehension

	 Extended editions with 30 
extra pages of practice!

Photocopiable resources

Developing Your 
Comprehension 
Skills  
Years 7–10

Reading and 
Vocabulary 
Workbook  
Years 9-10

Reading and 
Vocabulary 
Workbook  
Years 7-8

All You Need 
to Know About 
Grammar 
Years 7–10

Student Grammar 
and Vocabulary 
Handbook  
Years 7–8

Essay Writing 
Step-by-Step 
Years 7–10

Grammar and 
Punctuation 
Workbook  
Years 7–8

Writing and  
Spelling  
Workbook  
Years 7–8 

Grammar and 
Punctuation 
Workbook  
Years 9–10

Writing and 
Spelling 
Workbook  
Years 9–10

Excel Essential 
Skills Workbooks

	 Written for the Australian 
Curriculum

	 Fantastic write-in books
	 Perfect as homework 

resources or extra in-class 
exercises

2 3 4

SAVE 

25% 
ON YOUR  
ORDER!

The bestselling Excel Test Zone NAPLAN*-style Test Packs contain a 
Test Guide book with Reading and Language Conventions questions 
arranged in order of difficulty. Also included are two NAPLAN*-style 
Sample Tests with answers for Reading, Language Conventions and 
Writing, plus one month’s FREE access to the Excel Test Zone website.

This range can be used as:
	 Test-like revision for the NAPLAN Tests
	 A photocopiable resource
	 Online practice

Excel NAPLAN* Years 7 and 9

Excel Test Zone NAPLAN* Years 7 and 9

Excel Test Zone website

*�This is not an officially endorsed publication of the 
NAPLAN program and is produced by Pascal Press 
independently of Australian governments.

NAPLAN*-style Test Pack Year 7 NAPLAN*-style Test Pack Year 9 

Year 7 Year 9

The bestselling Excel NAPLAN* range consists of preparation books 
containing comprehensive practice for the three Literacy Tests for 
students in Years 7 and 9. Written specifically for the NAPLAN Tests, 
every book in this range features different material. Each book contains 
NAPLAN*-style Sample Tests; these test-like questions will help your 
students be fully prepared for the NAPLAN Tests.

This range can be used as:
	  Preparation  for the NAPLAN Tests 

 with photocopiable sample tests
	  General revision books all year round

Revise in a Month  
NAPLAN*-style Tests NAPLAN*-style Tests NAPLAN*-style Literacy Tests

Excel Year 12 study guides cover all the prescribed texts that students 
have to study for every Module in the new syllabuses. Each chapter 
contains syllabus-focused summaries for each text to help students revise 
effectively.

This series can be used as:
	  A homework resource
	  Year 12 revision

Excel Year 12 Study Guides NEW

Year 12 Standard English

	 All the prescribed texts are covered for every Module in 
the new syllabus.

	 Each text is analysed according to syllabus 
requirements. Headings include:

	
		  •  Distinctive ideas and characteristics of the text
		  •  Portrayal of people, ideas, settings and situations 
		  •  Language features and form
		  •  Significance and meaning of the text.
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Introduction to the text 

THE PENGUIN HENRY 
LAWSON SHORT STORIES

About the composer   
Henry Lawson was born in New South Wales on 17 June 
1867. He was the son of a Norwegian seaman, Niels 
Larson, who later changed his name to Peter Lawson. 
In Henry’s early years, the family lived on a poor selection 
in the Mudgee district. Lawson suffered from deafness 
and was often teased as a result.

Lawson’s parents separated in 1883 and Henry moved 
to Sydney with his mother Louisa. Henry married Bertha 
Bredt in 1896 and they had two children but it was not 
a happy relationship and they separated in 1903. 
Lawson spent periods in institutions for his alcoholism 
and in jail for failing to support his family. He died on 
2 September 1922 in Sydney. At his funeral, crowds lined 
the streets to farewell Australia’s ‘poet of the people’.

Type of text    
The set texts are short stories.

Social, cultural and historical contexts    
Australia defined its ‘bush’ identity during the 1890s 
and the writings of Henry Lawson helped formulate a 
particular image of Australia that is still held today. 
Much of Lawson’s work was set in the Australian bush or 
was about bush life. His characters reflect his experiences 
of the world during his time, focusing on ‘real’ characters 
who are down on their luck, women and children, 
roving workers and bush larrikins.

In September 1892, with five pounds and a rail ticket to 
Bourke, Lawson set out on what was to be one of the 
most important journeys of his life. Much of what he 
saw in the drought-blasted west of New South Wales 
shocked and horrified him, and the experience at Bourke 
itself and in surrounding districts overwhelmed him. 
By the time he returned to the city he was armed with 
tragic and comic memories and experiences that allowed 
him to create credible situations and contexts.

Although most Australians lived in cities and towns in 
the 19th century it was the bush that somehow fascinated 
people because of its overall harshness and the types of 
people who survived there. By the 1890s Australia had 
been settled for a little more than one hundred years 
and Lawson was the first Australian-born writer who 
really looked at the country with ‘Australian’ eyes. He 
was the first to form and articulate concepts of what we 
now consider an ‘Australian’ character and identity.

Lawson was from the bush, had lived on a selection, 
had been brought up in bush poverty, had suffered 
hardship and unemployment, and knew of the characters 
and lifestyles he talked about. His work reflected Australian 
experiences with a freshness and reality that the average 
reader recognised. His perspective is unique as many of 
his short stories feature elements of loneliness, depression, 
alcoholism and death in an unforgiving environment, 
something which was unusual at the time.

Audience    
By 1892, at the age of twenty-five, Lawson was already 
endeared to the reading public. Much of his published 
work was accompanied by illustrations from well-
known artists of the time and the reputable Sydney 
publication The Bulletin was eager to publish his work. 
Lawson was granted a state funeral when he died in 
1922. Today Lawson has achieved iconic Australian 
status and is considered Australia’s ‘poet of the people’. 
His popularity has continued and his uniquely 
Australian voice resonates with modern readers.

Purpose    
Henry Lawson wrote with the intent purpose of 
representing the ‘real’ Australian story as he interpreted it.

Reading the text    
One of the features of a good short story is that it 
maintains enough variety to keep the reader’s interest 
through structure and suspense within limited complicated 
action. It should also succeed in presenting a life story 
in the restricted time frame of twenty-four hours as this 
allows for adequate development of theme and setting 
as well as some detailed exploration of character. Common 
features of a short story include:

• a limited number of characters

• a short timeframe

• one main action

• limited places of action

• characters that are not fully developed

• an open-ended storyline

• the action itself acting as the beginning of the story.

150  Year 12 Standard English     

Standard English Book.indb   150 6/11/18   10:55 am
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Introduction to the texts

KING RICHARD III and 
LOOKING FOR RICHARD

King Richard III by William Shakespeare 

About the composer    
William Shakespeare (1564–1616) is generally regarded 
as the greatest writer of any kind in the English 
language. Shakespeare’s father was a glove-maker and 
shopkeeper, and held a number of prominent positions 
in local government in Stratford. William would have 
attended the local grammar school and studied Latin 
and rhetoric (the study of the effective use of language).

He began working as an actor and in 1594 he became a 
member of the Chamberlain’s Men who, in 1603, became 
the King’s Men. During his career he wrote some thirty-
seven plays and was successful enough to buy property 
back in Stratford, to which he retired in about 1611. He 
also owned a tenth share in the Globe Theatre, where 
many of his plays were performed.

He and his wife Anne had two daughters, Susanna and 
Judith, and a son Hamnet (Judith’s twin), who died at 
the age of eleven. Shakespeare wrote comedies, tragedies 
and histories based on English history. His plays are 
prized for their stagecraft, characters and use of language.

Type of text    
King Richard III is a play. It is a history play, sometimes 
said also to be a tragedy. It was one of Shakespeare’s 
early plays, probably written in 1593. You need to think 
about whether you regard the play as a tragedy, a 
melodrama or a morality play (see Key concepts and 
definitions). It is without doubt a history play as well.

Social, cultural and historical contexts   
Shakespeare wrote King Richard III around 1593, during 
the reign of Elizabeth I. Elizabeth was a direct descendant 
of Richmond in the play (who became Henry VII). It is 
not surprising then that Shakespeare’s Richmond is the 
shining hero who rids England of the evil Richard. The 
vast majority of audience members at the time would 
have shared the version of history that has Richard III 
as an utter villain.

In 2012 the skeleton of Richard III was found buried 
beneath a car park in Leicester in England. Analysis of 
his remains revealed that he suffered from a serious 
curvature of the spine. So while the hunchbacked 
villain of Shakespeare’s play may have been an 

exaggeration, he did have a factual basis. It is interesting 
to note that the connection between Richard’s outer 
deformity and his inner ‘deformity’, or evil, is not entirely 
an invention of Shakespeare’s. In addition, this 
representation of Richard seems to have gelled well with 
the Elizabethan cultural context, as it also does with the 
cultural context of the 1996 film Looking for Richard. 
The historical background to the play is complicated 
and is dealt with in ‘The effects of different contexts’ on 
page 159. 

Audience    
An Elizabethan audience included people from all walks 
of life, from rich to poor. They would have been very 
familiar with the story in the play, including the 
presentation of Richard as utterly evil.

King Richard III is said to be Shakespeare’s most performed 
play. This tells us that modern audiences still find it 
entertaining and engaging, for reasons canvassed below.

Purpose    
Shakespeare’s purpose is to entertain, to provide a 
particular interpretation of English history that is recent 
to his context, and to examine the nature of evil.

Reading the text    
You should read this text as history, coloured by invention 
and exaggeration. You need to decide for yourself whether 
the play is more tragedy, morality play or melodrama. 
You need to think about whether Shakespeare accounts 
for Richard’s actions in some way or sees them merely 
in terms of sheer evil. As you read, visualise the play in 
your mind. Think about what the characters look like 
and how you would cast them in your own production.

Key concepts and definitions    
Elizabethan — the period of English history when Elizabeth I 
was on the throne (1558–1603). Shakespeare wrote 
much of his work during this period.

Halberd — a soldier, probably carrying a long-handled 
axe with a spearhead   

Machiavellian — the word comes from the name of the 
15th-century political theorist Niccolo Machiavelli who, 
in his book The Prince, argued that ‘the end justifies the 
means’. Richard III is said to be Machiavellian because 
he will do anything to become king.

 Module A:  Textual Conversations • King Richard III and Looking for Richard  149

Advanced English Book.indb   149 29/11/18   4:21 pm
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Essay Writing 

Made Easy

B R A N D  N E W  E D I T I O N

Stephen McLaren

NEW

Year 12 Advanced English

	 All the prescribed texts are covered for every Module in the 
new syllabus.

	 Each text is analysed according to syllabus requirements. 
Headings include:

		  •  Resonances and dissonances between and within texts
		  •  How language concepts, form and style shape meaning
		  •  Issues, values, assumptions and perspectives
		  •  How the influence of other texts shapes meaning.

Year 12 Essay Writing Made Easy

	 Thoroughly updated for the new English syllabuses	
Detailed step-by-step guide to writing

	 essays and extended responses
	 One of our all-time bestsellers continuously in print 

for 25 years!


